Guidelines for the approval of BA/BS Natural Science GE courses 

(ASCC NMS Panel Meeting – April 3, 2012)

BA/BS Natural Science GE courses are distinguished from BA-only courses by fulfilling several or all of the following criteria.  The NMS panel and the full ASCC will use these guidelines as the basis for evaluation of BA/BS or BA-only status.  Fulfillment of one or more of these criteria would make the course eligible to be considered for both BA and BS students, with the final decision based on the overall rigor and sophistication of the course.
· Advanced math requirements of the course (specifically, pre-Calculus for BA or Calculus for BS); 

· Sophisticated scientific knowledge and reliance on other scientific knowledge from other disciplines;

· More intensive use of data collection and analysis; 

· Course could potentially serve as an immediate prerequisite for a major course in the sciences;

· Whether the course is intended for majors in that discipline;

· Lab inclusion would not be mandatory but if included might need to have particular rigor for data analysis and also for some number of formal lab reports;

· Course would need to be consistent with level of currently approved BA/BS Natural Science GE courses. 

